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The  Catholic  Church  has  frequently  been  attacked  by  those  who  have 
apostatized  from  the  true  fold.  The  Church  in  Chicago  has  not  escaped 
this  attack.  Less  than  ten  years  after  Chicago  became  a  diocese,  it 
numbered  among  its  priests  a  Reverend  Charles  Chiniquy,  who  would  soon 
disgrace  himself  and  his  diocese  by  his  shameful  conduct,  and  lead  many 
souls  away  from  the  flock  of  Christ.  Almost  single-handedly,  this  one 
French-Canadian  priest  was  responsible  for  destroying  one  of  the  strong¬ 
holds  of  the  Faith,  in  the  diocese.  Because  of  his  influence,  the  Church 
had  to  fight  valiantly  to  prevent  many  more  French-Canadians  of  the  area 
f rom  fall  ing  away. 

Recently  some  of  his  insidious  and  peridious  books  have  again  been 
brought  into  the  public  eye.  Tho^  were  resurrected  by  The  Converted 
Cathol  i c ,  and  circulated  in  an  arr&l-^Cathol  ic  campaign.  To  understand 
the  true  value  of  these  books,  we  must  know  something  of  the  author. 

His  life,  however,  has  already  begun  to  fade  into  the  obscure  past. 

This  obscurity  envelops  the  facts,  because  little  evidence  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  records  of  the  area  in  which  he  flourished.  Father 
Chiniquy  began  his  schism  and  heresy  in  a  small  and  isolated  town  in 
a  remote  and  unfrequented  corner  of  a  new  and  undeveloped  diocese. 

The  town  was  isolated  because  its  inhabitants  were  almost  complete 
F rench-Canad i ans  who  wanted  to  have  little  contact  with  the  surrounding 
world.  /The  priest  himself  came  from  Canada,  and  later  returned  there. 
Through  the  press  and  his  own  lectures  and  books,  he  made  known  only" 
his  side  of  the  picture.  The  true  facts  remained  hidden.  This  silence 
is  fortunate,  in  a  way,  for  thus  other  ages  have  been  spared  the  scandal 
of  h is  1 ife. 

There  was  no  diocesan  paper  to  record  these  events,  since  the 
diocese  was  only  a  few  years  old.  The  first  two  bishops  of  Chicago 
had  kept  diaries  in  which  the  name  of  Chiniquy  appears  several  times, 
but  the  8 i shoos  during  his  tenure  shows  the  real  trouble  that  occured. 
Ever,  books  of  the  area  seem  to  avoid  mentioning  Chiniquy.  Several 
have  been  printed  with  all  references  to  his  name  blotted  out,  as  if 
he  never  existed,  although  in  one  case,  the  original  manuscript  con¬ 
tains  citations.  Catholic  historians  of  the  period  tend  to  spare 
their  readers  the  morbid  details  of  his  life,  and  many  completely 
skirt  the  issue.  Protestant  historians,  on  the  other  hand,  in  their 
at temot  to  glorify  him  as  "The  Modern  Luther, "  wi 1 1  also  delete  pass¬ 
ages  concerning  his  depraved  life.  As  if  this  were  not  enough,  many 
of  the  records  and  files  of  the  diocese,  as  well  as  the  city,  were 
destroyed  in  the  Great  Chicago  Fire,  which  razed  the  city  only  a  few 
yea^s  later. 

Consequently,  to  learn  of  the  life  of  Father  Chiniquy,  we  must 
craw  most  of  the  data  from  F rench-Canad ian  sources,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  going  to  those  who  have  used  these  sources  themselves. 
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CHAPTER  I 


.  CHINIQUY  IN  CANADA 

Charles  Telesphore  Chiniquy  was  born  at  Kamouraska,  Providence  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  about  eighty  miles  down  the  Saint  Lawrence  River  from 
Quebec  City,  on  July  30,  1809.  He  was  the  first  of  three  sons  born  to 
Charles  Chiniquy,  a  notary,  and  Marie-Peine  Perrault.  When  he  was  eight 
years  old,  he  was  sent  to  the  Primary  School  of  Saint  Thomas,  Montmagny 
County,  Province  of  Quebec.  His  parents  moved  to  Malbaie,  or  Hurray 
Bay,  and  Charles  lived  there  until  he  became  an  orphan  July  19*  1821. 

His  uncle,  Amable  Dionne,  took  him  into  his  house  at  Kamouraska,  and 
sent  him  to  the  parish  priest's  house  to  learn  the  elements  of  the 
Latin  tongue.  In  1822,  he  sent  him  to  the  Little  Seminary  in  Nicolet, 
P.Q.  Three  years  later,  this  uncle  stopped  his  generous  aid  to  his 
nephew,  because  of  irrefutable  evidence  of  immorality,  and  even  re¬ 
fused  to  allow  the  young  Chiniquy  to  live  with  him.  The  directors 
o-f  the  Seminary  still  had  hopes  for  the  lad  and  took  charge  of  him 
until  1829,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  study  of  divinity. 

After  ordination  in  the  Cathedral  of  Quebec  by  Bishop  Signaie  on 
the  twenth-first  of  September  1833,  he  was  appointed  assistant  at  Saint 
Charles,  then  Charlesbourg,  Saint  Roch's  in  Quebec  City  and  Beauport. 

Nine  years  after  ordinations  he  was  transferred  to  his  home  town 
of  Kamouraska.  His  uncle,  M.  Dionne,  a  wealthy  man,  still  lived  there. 
But  his  doors  had  been  locked  to  Chiniquy  every  since  his  student  days. 
M.  Dionne  even  now  disapproved  of  Chiniquy  and  showed  disapproval  of 
Chiniquy  by  refusing  to  recognize  him.  In  return,  Chiniquy  often  re¬ 
buked  his  uncleaned  foster  father  openly  from  the  pulpit.  In  attempt¬ 
ing  to  retaliate  for  his  uncle's  actions,  Chiniquy  publicly  tried  to 
outdo  his  rich  uncle  in  everything.  By  1845,  Chiniquy  had  already 
been  accused  of  having  made  false  statements  from  the  pulpit  about 
some  of  the  pa r i sh i one rs . 

At  the 'end  of  1846  he  was  ir.  trouble  with  the  diocese  of  Quebec. 
Everyone  admitted  publicly  that  he  was  admired  and  complimented,  march¬ 
ing  from  success  to  success;  that  he  was  a  marvelous  speaker,  and  had 
the  power  to  touch  his  audiences  even  to  tears;  and  that  he  had  the 
reputation  of  a  saint.  But  some,  in  secret,  had  claimed  that  he  was 
very  proud,  and  that  his  ambitious  desires  would  eventually  cause  his 
downf all. 


While  Chiniquy  was  chaplain  at  the  Marine  Hospital  in  Quebec,  a 
Doctor  James  Douglas  instructed  him  on  the  effects  of  alcohol  on  the 
human  body.  Consequently,  Chiniquy  became  an  advocate  of  complete 
abstinence,  and  although  the  Bishop  disapproved  of  his  extremism, 
Chiniquy  began  preaching  'Temperance"  in  the  various  parishes  of  the 
diocese.  On  one  particular  occasion,  he  had  gone  to  the  neighboring 
parish  (St.  Pascal)  to  give  a  retreat  and  enroll  some  members  in  his 
abstinence  guild.  While  there,  he  became  involved  with  the  housekeeper 
Starting  a  rendezvous,  he  was  discovered  by  the  pastor,  Msgr.  Hebert. 

He  confessed  his  fault  and  was  to  all  appearances,  penitent.  After 
the  retreat,  he  was  triumphantly  returned  to  his  parish  in  a  long, 
procession  of  retreatants,  who  we>*s  ignorant  of  the  whole  affair.  Msgr 
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Hebert  supposedly  reported  this  event  to  the  Bishop.  There  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  official  diocesan  record  of  the  incident,  since  soon  afterwards, 
Chiniquy  decided  that  the  most  prudent  thing  to  do  was  to  leave  the 
diocese.  So,  forced  to  leave  Quebec,  he  decided  to  enter  the  novitiate 
of  the  Oblates  of  Mary  immaculate,  at  Longueil,  across  the  river  from 
Montreal.  He  told  his  people  that  God  had  called  him  to  combat  the  evil 
of  intemperance  in  the  whole  country,  and  that  if  they  had  no  objection, 
he  would  answer  the  call  of  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  who  had  invited  him 
to  establish  a  Society  of  Temperance  in  that  diocese.  In  his  present 
circumstances,  he  said,  he  could  be  aided  in  his  work  by  only  three 

priests;  but  in  this  new  manner,  he  could  be  aided  by  "une  veritable 

armea  de  sinceres  soldats  du  Christ."  Thus  he  departed  from  his  first 
diocese,  considered  by  all  but  the  bishop  and  a  very  select  few,  as  a 
hero,  and  not  as  an  outcast.  His  fraudulent  but  sly  double-dealing 
actually  turned  his  departure  to  his  own  glory. 

In  the  autumn  of  1846,  the  Montreal  papers  reported  that  the 
famed  Father  Chiniquy,  already  known  for  his  missions  and  his  Manual 
of  Temperance,  had  arrived  in  Montreal  to  enter  the  Oblates.  Thirteen 
months  later  he  left  the  novitiate.  He  was  not  welcome  in  Quebec.  The 
Bishop  at  first  refused  to  accept  him,  but  relented  and  allowed  him  to 
begin  a  Crusade  of  Temperance  in  his  diocese  in  1848.  His  success  and 

popularity  were  immense.  He  had  the  ability  to  move  whole  crowds  to 

tears.  Later  he  would  so  Incite  his  audience  that  some  would  go  out 
and  destroy  a  local  brewery.  This  almost  hypnotic  control  over  his 
listeners  was  to  stay  with  him  throughout  his  later  endeavors. 

As  early  as  1844,  he  published  his  Manual  of  Rules  of  the  Society 
of  Temperance,  a  volume  of  1 53  pages,  dedicated  to  the  youth  of  Canada. 

!t  became  known  as  the  Manual  of  Temperance,  and  Chiniquy  received  the 
apostolic  benediction  from  the  Pope  for  it,  on  August  12,  18^0.  The 
Bishop  of  Montreal  named  him  the  "Apostle  of  Temperance"  for  all  Canada. 

I 

In  Montreal,  his  conduct  again  became  deplorable.  There  was,  how¬ 
ever,  no  sudden  fall,  but  a  gradual  descent  which  culminated  in  the  inter¬ 
dict  of  September,  1851.  His  downfall  began  with  frequent  rebukes  for 
eating  meat  publicly  on  Friday  on  more  than  one  occasion,  even  though  he 
was  in.  perfect  health.  He  was  also  reported  to  have  used  descriptions 
capable  of  arousing  the  passions  of  his  female  audience.  Later  he  was 
accused  of  preaching  too  much  politics  from  the  pulpit.  So  the  Bishop 
cautioned  him  not  to  preach  anything  but  temperance.  When  he  left 
Montreal  to  preach  a  crusade  In  Chicago,  the  Bishop  told  him  tc  take 
strict  precautions  with  regard  to  persons  of  the  opposite  sex.  Had  this 
warning  been  addressed  to  a  newly  ordained  priest  without  experience  in 
this  world,  we  would  think  it  mere  counsel;  but  Chiniquy  was  now  forty- 
two  years  old,  and  had  been  an  assistant  for  eight  years  in  Quebec  and 
had  pleached  for  three  more  years  in  Montreal.  One  can  scarely  doubt 
that  the  words  of  the  Bishop  contained  a  censure  of  Chiniquy's  previous 
dishonorable  conduct. 

On  the  trip  to  Chicago,  however,  Chiniquy  failed  tc  heed  the  words 
given  by  his  Bishop  before  his  departure.  He  became  involved  with  the 
daughter  of  a  respectable  family  of  Detroit,  and  was  forced  tc  leave  the 
city  sooner  than  he  planned.  When  he  returned  tc  Montreal,  he  resunned 
his  preaching.  But  mere  affairs  caused  the  Bishop  tc  express  further 
disapproval  of  his  conduct,  “he  Bishop  wrote  Chiniquy  on  September  28, 


1851. that  he  was  suspending  him.  There  Is,  however,  no  copy  of  this 
letter  in  the  archives  of  Montreal.  There  Is  one  confidential  letter 
which  reproaches  Chiniquy  for  having  tried  to  repeat  in  three  consec¬ 
utive  rectories,  what  he  had  attempted  at  Saint  Pascal  of  Kamouraska. 

This  particular  interdict  had  come  about  as  the  result  of  the  testimony 
of  a  certain  young  woman,  who,  understandably,  shaded  a  repugnance  to 
being  confronted  with  the  priest.  When  Chiniquy  returned  from  giving 
a  retreat,  he  found  on  his  desk  the  letter  which  suspended  his  powers,  .  „ 
because  of  the  grave  accusations  against  him.  Within  a  few  days  he 
presented  himself  at  the  home  of  the  Bishop  and  tried  to  appease  him. 

He  wanted  to  know  the  name  of  the  young  woman,  but  the  Bishop  refused 
to  tell  him.  Although  Chiniquy  pretended  that  he  did  not  know  who  his 
accuser  was,  he  soon  went  out  and  forced  her  to  retract  her  accusation. 

Not  long  afterwards,  the  girl  confirmed  her  first  statements,  this  time 
with  an  oath.  Consequently  Chiniquy  told  the  Bishop  that  he  would  not 
embarrass  his  fellow  priests  and  would  take  the  road  of  exile.  He  said 
that  he  would  hide  the  disgrace  of  his  position  "dans  le  coin  le  plus 
obscur  et  le  plus  eloigne  des  Etats-Un is . "  But  he  asked  the  Bishop  for 
his  blessing  saying  that  it  would  come  "as  a  balm  on  his  life,  and 
soften  the  rigors  of  his  exile."  He  then  proceeded  to  the  Jesuit  College 
of  Saint  Marie  in  Montreal  to  do  the  required  penance. 

It  just  so  happened  that  the  Most  Reverend  James  Van  de  Velde, 

Bishop  of  Chicago,  was  in  Montreal  at  that  time.  Chiniquy  placed  a 
desire  to  be  placed  at  his  service,  and  Bishop  Bourget  acceded  to  his 
demand,  for  he  hoped  that  Chiniquy  would  mend  his  ways  from  then  on. 

Bishop  Van  de  Velde  was  very  short  on  priests,  and  he  could  not  afford 
to  be  over-particular  regarding  the  ones  he  obtained.  So  he  accepted 
Chiniquy  into  his  diocese,  but  not  without  hesitation.  Father  Louis 
Brassard,  Pastor  at  Longueil,  who  had  for  a  long  time  defended  Chiniquy, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  last  to  admit  any  accusation  against  his  protege, 
cave  his  word  that  Chiniquy  could  be  relied  upon  to  fulfill  his  promises 
if  he  were  given  one  more  chance. 

/ 

When fCh i n i quy  was  accepted,  he  requested  his  exeat  from  the  Bishop 
gt'  Montreal.  But  the  Bishop  repl  ied  that  he  had  to  get  that  from  Quebec, 
since  it  was  there  that  he  was  ordained  and  originally  belonged.  Bishop 
Van  de  Velde  would  not  accept  Chiniquy  unless  he  procurred  an  exeat  to 
work  exclusively  in  the  diocese  of  Chicago.  Otherwise,  he  feared  he 
would  be  left  open  to  the  possibility  of  Chiniquy  going  wherever  he 
wanted,  and  leaving  the  diocese  when  and  if  it  pleased  him.  At  the 
instigation  of  Father  Brassard,  Bishop  Bourget  wrote  for  the  excorpor¬ 
ation  from  the  diocese  of  Quebec.  There  was  some  trouble  obtaining  the 
proper  papers,  but  finally  sufficient  arrangements  were  made  to  satisfy 
Bishop  Van  de  Velde,  and  Chiniquy  was  excorporated  from  Quebec  solely 
for  work  in  the  diocese  of  Chicago. 

% 

All  that  had  passed  had  been  kept  a  secret.  The  public  was  ignorant 
of  the  whole  affair.  When  the  time  cane  for  Chiniquy  to  leave,  ail  the 
people  of  his  parish  applauded  him  and  praised  him,  and  flattered  him  for 
his  work,  saying  that  he  would  be  remembered  by  the  whole  French-Canad i an 
nation  for  aces  and  ages.  Chiniquy  rer>l  ied  that  it  was  the  will  of  God 
that  he  work  for  the  salvation  of  souls  in  the  United  States.  Just  as  in 
lb4o.  he  again  duped  the  people  into  thinking  that  this  was  a  grand  and 
humble  gesture  of  renouncement ,  and  that  he  was  voluntarily  giving  up  his 
country  to  answer  the  call  of  God  to  help  the  Canadians  in  Illinois. 


Years  later,  he  told  the  Inhabitants  of  Bourbonnals,  that  the  Bishop 

begged  him,  with  tears,  to  stay,  and  even  offered  him  a  very  good 
parish  to  remain.  Thus,  with  a  few  lies,  Chinlquy  was  again  able  to 
turn  his  forced  departure  to  his  own  glory,  •  ‘••...urTT’V  ;  • 


! 
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CHAPTER  II 


CH  IN  IQ.UY  IN  ILLINOIS  .  .. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  I85I  ,  Chiniquy  arrived  in  Chicago, 
already  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  a  national  hero,  known  across  Canada 
and  the  United  States  as  a  brilliant  and  successful  preacher  of  tem¬ 
perance,  author  of  The  Manual ,  and  blessed  in  his  work  by  the  Pope  who 
had  sent  him  a  crucifix  of  gold,  presented  to  him  by  Bishop  Bourget  in 
1848. 

After  presenting  himself  to  Bishop  Van  de  Velde,  he  went  to  Bour- 
bonnais  a  French- Canad i an  colony.  About  twelve  miles  down  the  Kankakee 
River,  another  settlement  was  developing.  This  village,  called  Beaver 
Mission,  or  Beaver  Creek,  had  progressed  visibly  and  had  already  marked 
the  sight  for  the  church.  Later,  Chiniquy  was  to  claim  that  he  started 
the  village  and  picked  the  sight.  The  town,  now  known  as  Saint  Anne, 
still  recognizes  him  as  its  founder.  Although  the  town  was  there  before 
him,  it  must  be  conceded  that  Chiniquy  did  give  its  development  a  big 
impetus. 

When  he  arrived  in  Bourbonnais  in  November,  I85I,  the  people  were 
surprised,  for  they  did  not  expect  him  till  1852.  Reverend  Rene  Cour- 
jault  was  still  pastor  there;  so  in  the  fall  of  1851*  Chiniquy  went  to 
Beaver  Creek  and  installed  himself  there,  in  the  community  of  about  one 
hundred  people.  Under  his  leadership,  a  two-story  building  was  built  to 
serve  as  chapel  and  rectory.  The  completed  chapel  was  forty  feet  square, 
and  was  dedicated  by  the  Bishop  Van  de  Velde  to  Saint  Anne  on  April  17. 
1852. 


Chiniquy  then  apparently  set  himself  up  as  "Le  Propagand i ste  de 
i' Illinois."  In  this  self-appointed  position,  he  attempted  to  encourage 
the  immigration  of  Canadians  into  Illinois,  by  extolling  the  features  of 
this  new  territory.  In  this  way,  he  came  into  direct  conflict  with  the 
bishops  of  the  area.  His  reports,  describing  Illinois  as  "un  paradis 
ter-este , "  were  frequently  published  in  Canada.  Chiniquy  told  of  his 
dreams  of  having  churches  and  schools  and  nuns  as  if  they  were  already 
on  the  verge  of  reality.  He  said  that  one  had  only  to  come  to  Illinois 
"with  about  $200,  and  he  would  soon  become  rich.  However,  the  Canadian 
Paoe.-s  also  published  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  in  the  form  of 
letters  from  the  Bishop  Van  de  Velde,  which  said  that  this  certainly 
was  not  true  now,  if,  perhaps,  it  had  ever  been  true.  The  Bishop  said 
that  Chiniquy  exaggerated  the  picture  all  out  of  proportion.  Some 
French  papers  and  magazines  failed  to  print  the  whole  letter  of  the 
Bishop;  consequently,  there  resulted  a  disagreement  over  exactly  what  the 
conditions  were,  and  how  Chiniquy  stood.  Finally  the  Bishop's  letters 
were  printed  in  full,  and  the  erroneous  propaganda  about  Illinois  was 
corrected.  Furthermore,  on  at  least  two  occasions,  the  Bishop  demanded 
that  Chiniquy  correct  his  statements;  but  he  carefully  avoided  ar.y  such 
retraction.  This  was  the  first  conflict  in  1 1 1 inois ,  very  different  in 
nature  and  substance  from  Chiniquy's  troubles  with  his  former  bishops. 
However,  after  this,  the  French-Canad i an  priest,  who  had  formerly  ref e  1 — 
rec  to  the  saintly  Bishop  of  Chicago  who  had  accepted  him,  new  began  to 
represent  him,  as  a  thief  and  drunkard. 

The  Canadian  press  now  began  to  print  remarks  and  complaints  of 
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many  persons,  who  stated  in  writing  the  many  disadvantages  of  the  Illinois 
territory.  Many  of  these  were  men  who  had  been  convinced  by  the  exagger¬ 
ated  words  of  Chiniquy,  and  they  had  sacrificed  everything  to  come  to  this 
"paradise'1.  The  influx  was  so  great  that  the  towns  of  Beaverville  and 
L'Erable  had  to  be  established  to  take  over  the  overflow.  Now  these  men 
wrote  home  and  reported  their  failures  and  disappointments.  Many  banded 
together  to  make  public  their  dis ? 1 lus ionments  in  their  foreign  land  be¬ 
fore  their  long  trek  homeward.  But  Chiniquy  still  had  the  audacity  to 
continue  the  propaganda  by  making  a  new  appeal  in  favor  of  Immigration. 

This  proud  priest,  regarded  by  almost  everyone  as  a  saint,  had  not 
changed  very  much  since  his  arrival  in  Illinois.  His  relations  with  his 
superiors  were  very  similar  to  what  they  had  been  in  Canada.  However,  in 
Illinois  the  false  facade  he  had  been  so  careful  to  preserve  in  Canada 
began  to  crumble.  Only  a  short  time  after  his  arrival  in  Bourbonnais,  a 
woman  reported  that  Chiniquy  tried  to  seduce  her.  She  had  come  to  him 
offering  to  help  with  the  teaching  of  a  school,  but  was  immediately  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  suggestions  he  made.  When  she  protested,  Chiniquy  tried 
to  convince  her  that  these  actions  were  not  forbidden  to  priests,  nor 
did  they  prevent  one  from  loving  God.  Even  after  this  woman  married, 
Chiniquy  continued  to  make  her  the  object  of  his  evil  Intentions.  Later 
she  declared  in  a  free  and  spontaneous  testimony,  that  Chiniquy  during 
this  time  also  frequented  women  of  evil  life.  This  woman's  husband,  who 
had  been  a  friend  of  Chiniquy,  corroborated  his  wife's  testimony  before 
the  Vicar  General,  Reverend  Alexis  Mailloux.  Ever  since  his  arrival. 
Chiniquy  had  given  himself  over  to  the  company  of  women  of  evil  lives. 

And  in  the  confessional,  he  had  tried  to  corrupt  those  women  who  came 
to  confide  in  him.  He  was  too  preoccupied  to  have  his  new  chapel  blessed. 
He  said  Mass  without  an  altar-stone.  When  the  sacristan  expressed  aston¬ 
ishment,  Chiniquy  replied  that  he  had  a  special  dispensation.  He  also 
claimed  that  he  had  a  dispensation  from  saying  the  breviary.  In  18$^, 
he  did  away  with  the  annoyance  of  Friday  abstinence,  by  publicly  saying 
that  the  Pope  would  never  know.  His  lewd  language,  even  in  the  presence 
of  women,  had  frequently  been  attested  to.  Yet,  while  all  this  was  going 
on.  Chiniquy  was  continually  endeavoring  to  ingratiate  himself  with  his 
pa r i s h i one rs .  He  told  them  that  he  had  been  designated  for  the  Episcopal 
See  in  Oregon,  but  that  his  stomach  infirmity  would  not  allow  him  to 
take  it. 

This  was  not  the  only  time  Chiniquy  would  make  such  a  preposterous 
statement.  Many  years  later,  in  his  autobiography,  he  would  claim  that 
the  Bishop  Van  de  Velde  had  promised  him  the  Episcopacy  of  Chicago.  He 
claimed  he  had  a  letter  in  which  the  Bishop,  in  addition  to  making  him 
the  head  of  the  mass  immigration  movement,  also  promised  to  make  him 
(Chiniquy)  his  coadjutor  with  the  right  of  succession.  Marcel  Trudel 
comments.  "Nous  sommes  an  presence  d'un  document  forge  de  toute  piece." 

Several  also  have  testified  to  Chiniquy's  desire  for  money,  riches, 
and  honors.  He  demanded  "Voluntary"  alms,  even  from  the  poor.  On  his 
trips  to  the  country,  he  abandoned  the  poor,  and  devoted  his  energy  only 
to  the  rich. 

T'-us,  hidden  in  the  backwoods  of  Illinois,  Chiniquy  lived  wi th  much 
more  abandon  than  he  had  in  Canada,  where  he  had  always  kept  up  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  external  decorum.  But  he  was  not  alone  in  this  difficulty.  There 
were  other  such  oriescs  even  in  the  same  diocese.  The  priest  he  first 
lived  with  in  Bourbonnais,  Father  Courjault,  had  been  once  placed  under 


an  interdict  and  forced  to  make  an  eight-day  retreat.  Father  Lebel  of 
Chicago  had  been  forced  to  quit  the  diocese  of  Quebec  in  much  the  same 
circumstance  as  Chiniquy.  Of  course,  when  anything  like  that  happened 
Chiniquy  acted  as  if  his  moral  sense  had  been  offended.  He  used  the 
accusation  against  the  others  to  decry  their  actions  and  lift  himself 
up  in  the  estimation  of  his  Bishop.  He  was  able  to  have  Father  Cour-  .. 
jault  removed  in  1852,  also  his  replacement.  Father  Hincq,  even  before 
the  year  was  out.  Thus  he  became  the  pastor  of  Bourbonnais  for  a  while. 
When  Father  Lebel  came  to  Bourbonnais,  Chiniquy  played  the  same  trick  T 
on  him,  and  he  was  eliminated,  to  assure  Chiniquy  of  the  double  pastor¬ 
ate  of  St.  Anne,  and  Bourbonnais.  Finally,  a  Father  Louis  Cartuyvels 
came  in  1855  to  hold  the  fort  during  the  difficult  times  that  were 
quickly  approaching. 

In  September  1853,  the  chapel  of  Bourbonnais  burned  to  the  ground. 

At  the  investigation  later  held  by  Vicar  General  Mailloux,  the  whole 
town  accused  Chiniquy  of  setting  the  blaze  himself,  and  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  undeniable  indications.  The  sacred  vessels  had  previously  been 
transferred  to  the  rectory.  When  someone  who  noticed  the  blazing  church 
wanted  to  volunteer  to  open  the  tabernacle,  he  was  restrained  by  Father 
Chiniquy.  Even  on  the  stand  he  did  not  defend  himself  very  well.  He 
said  that  with  his  own  eyes  he  had  seen  the  person  who  started  the  blaze. 
When  summoned  to  denounce  the  culprit,  he  replied  that  he  had  seen  him 
only  with  the  eyes  of  his  imagination:  he  could  not  point  out  who  had 
done  it.  Later  he  said  that  the  fire  of  heaven  had  started  the  blaze, 
because  of  the  bad  conduct  of  Father  Courjault.  But  the  people  continued 
to  hold  Chiniquy  responsible,  and  in  court  claimed  that  he  had  started 
the  fire  himself. 

Chiniquy  requested  money  from  friends  and  relatives  in  Canada,  in 
order  to  reconstruct  the  church.  But  his  appeals  were  of  little  avail 
once  the  people  became  aware  of  the  criminal  destruction  of  the  church. 
Father  Courjault  had  begun  the  church  in  wood.  Chiniquy  wanted  to  fin¬ 
ish  it  in  stone,  and  consequent lv  disagreed  with  the  Bishop  about  its 
completion.  Because  the  parish  was  already  in  debt,  the  Bishop  decided 
that  it  should  be  finished  in  wood.  Not  very  long  after  this,  the 
structure  was  consumed  in  fire,  and  Chiniquy  fled  to  Saint  Anne.  That 
same  month,  Reverend  j.  Maistre  (or  Lemaitre)  formerly  of  Chakoia, 
Illinois,  was  appointee  to  Bourbonnais.  He  remained  only  one  year 
and  was  followed  by  Reverend  Cartuyvels,  a  Belgian  priest,  who  had 
charge  of  the  town  of  Kankakee,  and  the  missions  of  Saint  George, 

Manteno,  and  L'Erable. 

in  1553,  Bishop  Van  de  Velde  was  transferred  to  the  Diocese  of 
Natchez.  An  Irishman,  Bishop  Anthony  0: Regan  succeeded  him.  Bishop 
O' Regan  mace  his  principal  work  the  reform  of  the  ecclesiastic  disci¬ 
pline  of  his  diocese,  which  was  in  great  need  of  such  a  reform.  He 
decided  to  remove  the  priests  that  he  was  not  satisfied  v.'ith.  And  so, 
the  position  of  Chiniquy  became  perilous.  But  Chiniquy  conti nuec  to 
live  his  usual  deplorable  and  cecadent  life.  In  1855,  he  was  taken  to 
court  by  a  Mr.  Peter  Spink,  who  claimed  that  Chiniquy  had  falsely 
accusec  him  of  perjury.  The  proceedings  attracted  large  crowds  to 
Urpana.  where  many  of  the  visitors  were  requ i red  to  sleep  intents. 

The  verdict,  however,  was  not  as  conclusive  as  the  crowds  had  hoped 
for,  since  the  litigation  ended  in  a  deadlock,  and  each  paid  his  own 
court  expenses.  In  later  books,  Chiniquy  made  a  great  spectacle  of 
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this  case,  because  he  had  for  his  lawyer,  a  young  man  named  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Of  course,  by  the  time  Chiniquy  wrote  his  books,  Lincoln  had 
already  become  President  of  the  United  States.  >- 

In  the  summer  of  lSpo,  the  inevitable  drama  between  Bishop  O'Regan 
and  Chiniquy  began  to  come  to  a  head.  Chiniquy  saw  It  coming  and  on 
the  ninth  of. August,  appl ied  for  readmission  to  the  Diocese  of  Montreal 
by  writing  to  Bishop  Sourget.  He  had  had  enough  of  the  United  States. 

He  recognized  the  sadness  of  the  immigration  plan,  and  he  told  the  Bishop 
that  he  would  like  to  return  in  order  to  preach  against  emigration  from 
Canada  to  Illinois.  Just  ten  days  later,  on  August  19,  I856,  Bishop 
O' Regan  repeated  the  censure  that  Bishop  Bourget  had  brought  upon  Chini¬ 
quy  for  the  same  cannonical  reasons.  The  following  day,  he  wrote  another 
letter  to  a  priest  in  the  area,  to  assure  the  administration  of  the  Sac- 
rements  in  St.  Anne.  Chiniquy  was  again  "astonished"  at  this  report, 
which  he  called  a  "diobolique  complot."  When  he  returned  to  St.  Anne, 
he  wrote  a  letter,  which  he  claimed  he  sent  to  the  Bishop  and  gave  it 
to  the  press.  In  i t  he  begged  the  Bishop  to  restore  him  to  the  colony 
that  he  had  founded  and  which,  he  said,  would  be  completely  destroyed 
without  him.  He  asked  to  be  enabled  to  stay  there  and  finish  the  enter¬ 
prise  that  he  had  begun.  He  claimed  to  his  people  that  he  had  not  been 
suspended  but  only  threatened  with  a  suspension  if  he  did  not  submit. 

But  from  the  letters  of  the  Bishop  we  know  that  It  was  an  actual 
suspension,  for  another  priest  was  told  to  administer  to  the  parish. 

Publicly,  Chiniquy  continued  to  attack  the  Bishop,  and  also  to 
administer  the  Sacraments.  He  sent  a  legation  of  four  parishioners  to 
the  Bishop  to  ask  him  if  he  had  interdicted  Father  Chiniquy,  and  to  learn 
the  reason  why.  When  they  returned,  Chiniquy  gathered  the  whole  town 
to  show  them  hew  the  answers  of  the  Bishop  were  self-contradictory. 

He  used  the  occasion  to  exploit  the  hatred  of  the  Irish  for  the  French 
and  made  that  the  whole  point  at  stake. 

On  August  30,  1365,  Bishop  0‘ Regan  wrote  to  Father  Cartuyvels  at 
3oerbonnais,  and  said  that  Chiniquy  had  officiated  Sunday,  and  thus 
violated  the  suspension.  He,  therefore,  commanded  Father  Cartuyvels 
to  announce  in  his  church  the  following  Sunday  that  Chiniquy  was  schis¬ 
matic.  This  he  did. 

The-e  remained  only  to  issue  the  actual  sentence  of  excommuni¬ 
cation.  This  was  fixed  for  the  third  Sunday  of  September,  I858. 
Meanwhile,  Chiniquy  had  inf  lammed  the  Canadians  against  the  Bishop, 
saying  that  he  was  an  enemy  of  all  Canadians.  The  day  before  the 
envoys  were  to  come  to  announce  the  excommunicat ion,  he  organized  a 
group  of  women,  under  the  leadership  of  his  brother,  Achille,  to  throw 
rotten  eggs  at  those  who  would  read  the  sentence.  On  the  following 
day,  when  the  Vicar  General  and  two  priests  came  and  read  the  sentence 
f’-om  the  carriage,  these  women  followed  Chiniquy's  plan.  Before  de¬ 
parting,  the  three  priests  attached  the  document  to  the  door  of  the 
chu  rcn . 

What  the  Vicar  General  affixed  to  the  door  was  only  the  French 
copy  of  the  original,  and  unfortunately ,  the  Bishop  had  forgotten  to 
sign  it.  Chiniquy  immediately  seized  the  copy  and  presented  it  to  the 
people  as  the  original,  which,  he  said,  being  undersigned,  was  certainly 
valueless,  "la  plus  ridicule  des  farces."  On  September  21,  he  sent  four 
or  five  hundred  pecole  to  the  court  at  Kankakee ,  to  protest  against 
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the  sentence.  They  eulogized  the  virtures  of  their  pastor,  who,  they 
said,  could  not  be  replaced.  They  protested  against  those  who  had 
brought  the  excommunication,  saying  that  their  tongues  were  tied  with 
brandy.  They  said  that  they  would  send  a  copy  of  the  protest  to  every 
Bishop  in  the  United  States,  and  even  take  the  case  to  Pope  Pius  IX 
i  n  Rome . 

Chiniquy  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  Bishop  on  September  25,  to 
explain  his  conduct.  He  said  that  just  because  he  was  a  priest,  this 
did  not  make  him  a  slave  to  "un  tyran  sans  oili."  He  claimed  that  he 
was  not  just  an  ordinary  missionary,  but  when  he  had  come  in  1 8 5 1 >  he 
had  been  given  charge  over  all  the  colonies  of  his  fellow-men.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  claimed  that  this  Irish  Bishop  had  stolen  the  French-Canad i an 
benches.  Because  of  his  dignity  of  a  man,  Chiniquy  contended  that  he 
was  not  able  to  be  treated  like  a  horse  and  pulled  erroneously  one  way 
or  another  by  the  driver.  He  still  held  that  he  had  only  been  threat¬ 
ened.  But  the  Bishop  declared  it  public  that  he  had  in  his  possession 
a  placet  written  by  Chiniquy,  apologizing,  and  asking  that  the  sen¬ 
tence  be  removed.  On  November  25,  Chiniquy  again  wrote  to  the  Bishop 
and  asked  him  to  lift  the  censure  on  him  and  on  those  of  his  parish. 

But  meanwhile,  he  had  organized  the  Societee  des  Tondeurs,  a 
band  of  men  who,  with  him  as  their  head,  and  his  brother,  Achilles, 
as  their  captain,  went  around  and  terrorized  those  who  opposed 
Chiniquy  in  St.  Anne.  He  still  contended  that  he  was  a  good  priest, 
and  that  therefore,  he  could  not  be  excommunicated. 

The  Canadian  press  made  great  efforts  to  publish  this  whole  affair. 
They  noted  the  fact  that  this  man,  who  only  a  short  while  ago  had  been 
the  famed  "Preacher  of  Temperance"  in  Canada,  was  now  excommunicated 
by  an  irish  Bishop.  The  Catholic  press  had  to  keep  silence  for  quite 
a  while,  because  of  the  divergent  stories,  whether  out  of  deference  to 
the  Bishop,  if  they  were  true,  or  to  Chiniquy,  if  false. 

During  all  this,  Chiniquy  was  very  careful  to  keep  the  real  reason 
under  cover.  The  Bishop  had  net  published  the  real  canonical  reasons, 
for  he  knew  that  Chiniquy  could  sue  him  for  defamation.  Chiniquy  con¬ 
stantly  contended  that  the  reason  for  the  fight  was  that  tne  Bishop  had 
taken  away  the  church  from  the  Canadians  in  Bourbonnais,  just  as  he  had 
already  done  in  Chicago.  The  charge  was,  of  course,  false  since  the 
church,  the  school,  the  rectory,  and  the  property  belonged  to  the  Bishop 
of  Chicago,  to  use  In  the  interest  of  the  congregation.  At  its  estab¬ 
lishment,  the  property  had  been  transferred  by  legal  title  to  one  of  his 
predecessors  as  Bishop  of  Chicago  and  to  his  successors.  Bishop  O' Regan 
rad  that  title  in  his  possession  even  now.  But  Chiniquy  continued  to 
use  this  charge  as  the  basis  of  his  argument  in  order  to  cover  the  real 
reasons. 

Bisnop  Bourget  did  his  part  to  get  the  discussion  arour.d  to  the 
true  ooint,  namely  the  persona]  conduct  of  Chiniquy.  Since  he  could 
not  publish  the  canonical  reasons  either,  he  defied  Chiniquy  to  put 
them  into  print.  In  order  to  save  face,  Chiniquy  had  to  take  up  the 
care,  tor  the  Bishop  had  included  in  his  declaration  certain  extracts 
from,  Chiniquy'' s  own  correspondence ,  which  showed  that  the  censure  had 
started  from  some  sordid  cause.  Chiniquy  then  tried  to  prove  that  the 
person  who  had  made  the  accusation  against  him  was  given  $100  for  this 
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•‘tSeriurv.  V'-He  contended  tha t" ’the  "young'  woman  who~ had  accused  tom,'Jn  * 

:  Montreal  .had  freely  retracted  her^statemen.tvi'ana  she  .then  Ye  pea  ted  the  * 


wish  to  be  confronted  by  Ch  ini  quy .  .or.  to  testify  publ  l.cly  ;Ther  statement 
■had  not  been  entered  into  'the  -canonicals  procedure  ini  quy  had  not' 

*“beeh  told  he r. 'name V ‘yet  he  "found  hah  .butf.ahd  made nerT  retract,'  although 
•  Ch i n i quy  had  claimed  la  tha  .presence'pf /the  Bishop  that^e  did  ^not 
know  who  could  have  ’ ai.ade •; .the ‘  cha  rce  r^'-So^Vo r “once £?the  * Qne"* new "’t  h  f ng 
that  came  out  actual  ly  did  turn  against’.Ch Iniquy .  ’  " 

,'v  -  ".'During  all  this  trouble  ."the  Frencn-Canad  ian  Bishops  had  occasion-  . 
■ally  been  forced  to *  interfere  for  the  trouble  concerned  a  French-'Canad  ian 
colony,  and  if  a  schism  wereto  develop  ,:~it  would  ,p  lace  In  danger,  the  " 
faith  of  the  F  rench-Cahadi  an  peep]  e  • A  number^of'  res  idents  of  ,  St  ."'Anne 
wrote  to  Sishop  Bouraet  and  told  him  of_the  excommunication  and  asked  i 
for  advice.  They  were  told  to  fol  low  the  orders  of  the  Bishop  of 
Chicago  ,  and  not  to  visit  a  priest  who  had  £een  du 1 y  excommun icated ; 
Bishop  0‘ Regan  wrote  to  Montreal  himself  and  related  that  the  problem 
of  church  property  had  hot  even  entered  the  discuss  ion  concerning  the  t 
excommunication  as  Ch  in  iquy  had  cl  a  imed , :  but  pnly_this  priest's  per¬ 
sonal  conduct  and  di sobec i ence . '  ';Tnese  facts  were  announced  to  the 
people  of  Montreal  and  other  Canadian  dioceses. 

-Chiniquy  continued  to  accuse  the  Bishop  and  to  represent  himself 
as  a  submissive  son  of  the  Church.  f.T'He  thought  that  by  sounding  'the  Tf. 

Cri  de  race,  he  could  turn  the  debated  to  his  advantage ,  and  make  the 
people  forget  the  true  cause. ‘‘“'However,  the  unanimity  of  the  bishops  j 
against  him  shewed  that  the  truth  and  eccles  fast  *.p  discipl  ine  were  the 
true  point  at  Issue,  .it  But  Ch  in  i.quy  .was  not  :.the  man  to  concede. 


nadian  8  i  shops'  f  ih'^T I y  decided  .that  letters'.we re  not  eno 
pend  ing  sch  ism;;:  thJt.'Vpl  an  .0 faction  hjd"'onTy '"tended  to  . 


enough 


.ihe'Car 
to  end  the 

aggravate  the  matter  Jf^Sp  theyfchose  .two  priests rto  come  vto  -11 1  i  no  is 
and  put  an  end  to  th i s  unfortunate  ..ayT  a  ir."  ;  The  ^wo’_*pr  tests  were^Father 
Louis  3rassar< 
bel i eved  Ch 
had  been  a 
the 

equa i  to  the  task  assigns 

General  Mail  leux  realized^thp  bag  crpice'.~he  had'  mads,  tr^he^two  arrived 
at  Si 
Bras; 
he 

nrers  wrote  back  to  .( 

, Ch i n i quy  wool c  .ceas 


:he  Seminary  at  Sa int  Hyac  intr.e .  '.-These  two  men  unfortunately ‘were  not 
;qual  to  the  task  assigned  'to ;  :t  her. .,  'vj » t  Was  not  j'.onq  before  the  Vicar'' 


af  f  Irmat  ion  o .Cache I c-cT'jry ;  '^>ft 'ifel  ’ n  s  r  du-ff  icier:  t;and  consequently 
it  was  r.ct  accepted.  "L_  •*  '.V‘ 


i4H-’?^:when  Father  Brassard  returned  to  Canada,  he  was  accused  by  Bishop 
v’Bou'rget  of  comprom is  ing  wi th  Chiniquy.  The  Bishop  feared  that  Chiniquy 
would  try  to  make  believe  that  he  had  won  Father  Brassard  over  to  his 
own  position,  and  would  use  this  fact  to  further  his  cause.  .So  Father J 
Brassard  made  a  public  protestation  of  any  coope  rat  ion  "w  i  th  the  renegade 
priest  by  denying  that  he  had  encouraged  him  in  any  way,  and  he  placed 
all  the  blame  on  Chiniquy  himself.  ;  '  <>.•-.  fTs?  'I? 


Father  Desaulniers  stayed  in  Illinois.  On  December  A,  he  went  to 
;serve  Bou  rbonna  i  s  .  Ch  in  iquy'  told  the  people  that  this  new  priest  was  _Tf 
working  against  him  only  because  he  wished  to  make  himself  bishop  of  .. 
the  area.  Consequently,.  Father  Desaulniers  writes  that  he  was  regarded 
-by  the  good  Catholics  as  the  greatest  man  in  Canada,  but  as  the  worst 
evil  in  the  world,  by  the  supporters  of  Chiniquy.  ;  This  was  the  period  : 
of  the  Tondeu rs ,  and  Chiniquy  threw  many  calumnies  at  this  zealous  priest 
but  he  would  not  be  intimidated,  and  he  even  preached  in  Saint  Anne,  in  < 
the  very  parish  of  Chiniquy.  When  Father  Desaulniers  was  leaving  for 
Canada  in  June  1857,  four  thousand  Catholics  came  to  Bourbonnais  and 
presented  him  with  a  gift  inscribed  "a  L  Desaulniers,  Fleau  du  Schisme.'*. 
Although  he  had  not  ended  the  attempted  schism,  at  least  he  had  helped 
to  hold  it  in  check.  ••  ,  -  v  .  .  7.Q-  '  -  ••  •  . 


Chiniquy  still  refused  to  submit;  so  the  Canadian  bishops  sent 
another  delegation.  This  time  they  sent  the  Vicar  General,  Father 
Alexis  Mailloux  along  with  a  Reverend  Jean- Bap  t i ste  Champeaux.  They 
arrived  in  Bourbonnais  on  March  26,  1857,  and  Father  Mailloux  immedi¬ 
ately  began  to  gather  material  on  Chiniquy's  conduct  since  he  had  come 
to  Illinois.  He  had  a  personal  interv  iew  wi th  Chiniquy  June  23  ,  1857. 
In  the  course  of  this  meeting  Chiniquy  broke  down  and  cried,  but  the 
sahntly  Vicar  General  of  Quebec  was  still  skeptical  about  this  eventual 
conversion.  The  fight  between  these  two  was  just  beginning. 


Father  Mailloux  received  the  help  cf  other  zealous  priests  from 
Canada,  among  whom  were  Fathers  Eqiphane  Lapointe,  heree  Gingras,  : Jacob 
Cote,  and  Pierre  Paradis.  These  were  net  men  the  Bishop  ordinarily 
.would  like  to  let  go,  as  Chiniquy  and  Father  Label  had  been;  but  they 
consented  to  the  sacrifice  in  order  to  end  this  scandalous  trouble  in 
Illinois.  •  ....  • -v  "  . : 


Chiniquy's  forces  continued  to  menace  these  who  opposed  him.  A  - 
number  who  returned  to  the  true  fold  were  coerced  into  rejeinirg  those 
-  on  the  read  to  schism.  Chiniquy  wished  to  keep  the  Christian  Brothers 
at  the  school,  which  he  had  founded  in  1855,  on  his  side.  For  a  while 
they  had  sided  with  him,  and  in  October  1856,  had  written  to  their  ' 
superior  in  defense  of  Chiniquy.  But  Bishop  O'Regan  wrote  the  true  ubfo- 
• -facts  to  the  superior,  and  the  Brothers  were  consequently  recalled  to  T 
■Canada.  ;•-•••-  -  v  ..  '  ;  v' 

Chiniquy  began  to  lose  more  and  more  ground.  r -In  the  spring  of  .Tv 
I857,  forty-four  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  families  in  and  around  H 
St.  Anne  returned  to  the  Catholic  Church.  But  over  two  hundred  f  am-  VI’S 
Hies  still  came  to  him  for  the  Sacraments,  as  he  still  contended 
tnat  he  had  not  been  excommunicated,  and  still  presented  himsel.f  as  t 
a  member  cf  the  Church.  .  ;  .  -  r-  ^  -  -'"-7/ 


The  Vicar  General  Mailloux'  reports  that  in  the  summer  o.f  1857,  'T- 
the  Bishop  made  an  affidavit  before'  the  civil  magistrates,  to  certify 
the  twr  previous  censures,  i  .  s.,  the  suspension  and  tr.e  excommunication. 
Father  Mailloux  continues.  "There  a •'e  awful'  accusations  laid  against 


the  unfortunate  man;  that  of  having  caused  the  church  of  Bourbonnais 
to  burr,  on  June  5,  1 8 53 ;  that  of  having  kept  for  himself  the  two  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  of  sterling  collected  in  Canada  to  rebuild  it;  that  of 
having  seduced  a  great  number  of  women . " 

The  trouble  of  Chiniquy  had  been  a  great  cross  for  Bishop  O' Regan, 
and  he  began  to  feel  the  s t ra i n .  He  petitioned  the  Holy  See  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  of  his  diocese,  and  In  1357,  went  to  Rome  himself.  While  he  was 
in  Rome,  his  request  was  granted.  After  his  departure  from  Chicago, 
Chiniquy  told  the  people  that  Pope  Pius  IX  removed  the  Bishop  only 
after  he,  (Chiniquy),  had  written  to  him  informing  him  of  the  "unjust" 
action  this  Sishop  had  taken  against  him  and  other  "good"  priests. 
Chiniquy  further  contended  that  he  had  Napoleon  111  use  his  influence 
in  Rome  to  effect  the  ouster.  But  the  letters  of  Bishop  O'Regan  clearly 
show  th3t  he  requested  the  change  himself,  because  the  difficulties  of 
the  diocese  were  too  much  for  an  old  professor  of  Theology. 


Even  if  we  could  suppose  that  the  troubles  had  in  some  way  been  due 
to  Bishop  O' Regan,  then  it  would  be  only  right  to  expect  that  after  his 
departure,  everything  would  return  to  right  order.  But  Chiniquy,  who 
had  had  Bishops  O' Regan,  Pinsonalut,  Bourget,  LaRocque,  Turgeon  and 
Saillargeon  against  him,  now  finds  himself  fighting  against  Bishop 
Smyth,  Bishop  of  Dubuque  and  Administer  of  Chicago,  Bishop  Duggan, 
successor  of  Bishop  O'Regan,  and  Archbishop  Kenrick  of  Saint  Louis. 

I 

From  the  very  beginning,  Chiniquy  had  trouble  with  Bishop  Smyth. 

He  tried  to  get  this  Administer-Bishop  to  accept  a  very  vague  act  of 
submission,  which  he  honed  would  end  the  whole  affair.  On  March  20, 
1353,  he  signed  a  notice  which  said,  in  effect,  that  he  and  the  people 
of  St.  Anne  wished  to  rebuke  anything  which  had  been  said  or  printed 
implying  that  they  wished  to  cease  being  Catholics,  and  or  refused  to 
recognice  the  legitimate  authority  of  their  bishop,  consequently,  they 
declared  that  they  believed  that  the  eniscopacy  was  of  divine  origin, 
and  that  the  Bishop  was  their  spiritual  governor  appointed  by  Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore,  thev  wished  to  live  and  die  as  children  of  the 
Cathol ic  Church. 


Again,  after  two  years  of  revolt,  and  after  all  the  scandals  and 
criticisms  and  accusations  from  Chiniquy,  there  was  still  no  mention, 
in  the  whole  letter  of  submission,  or  request  for  pardon.  Certainly 
Bishop  Smyth  could  expect  mere  than  mere  recognition  of  duly  constituted 
authority.  Chiniquy  would  certainly  have  been  fortunate  if  the  Bishop 
had  accepted  this  vague  statement  as  a  complete  act  of  submission.  But 
this,  the  Bishop  would  not  do. 


Chiniquy  had  still  another  insidious  plan.  Lying  cost  him  nothing; 
so  he  singly  went  to  Father  Maitloux  on  March  27,  135?,  and  told  him 
that  he  had  made  peace  with  Bishop  Smyth.  When  he  showed  him  the  act  of 
submission,  the  Vicar  General  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  did  net  con¬ 
tain  the  least  sign  cf  episcopal  approbation.  Chiniquy  explained  that 
the  Bishop  was  sick  ard  that  Father  Dunn,  who  had  cone  along  with  Chin¬ 
iquy,  had  been  sent  as  the  Bishop's  envoy.  Father  Mail  lour,  refused  to 
believe,  but  Chiniquy  ar.j  Father-  Dur.n  returned  to  Sc.  Anne,  where  they 
we  re  received  in  great  triumph  /  the  Pa.'ish.  At  Mass,  the  next  day, 
Chiniquy  told  the  people  that  me  Bishop  had  accepted  his  act  of  sub¬ 
mission  on  the  condition  that  he  make  a  two-week  retreat,  and  that  he 
would  probably  allow  him  to  stav  at  St.  Anne.  In  addition,  Chlr,  iouv 


wrote  to  the  Canadian  paper  L 1 Ven i r  (which  had  supported  his  cause  from 
the  start);  that  the  Bishop  of  Dubuque  had,  through  his  envoy,  celebrated 
Mass  in  his  chapel;  given  him  the  first  Blessed  Palm  on  Palm  Sunday; 
given  him  the  Kiss  of  Peace;  and  so  on.  Although  the  letter  had  said 
"through  his  envoy."  Chiniquy  carefully  passed  on  to  make  it  seem  as 
though  the  Bishop  himself  perfomed  these  actions.  But  even  here,  Chini¬ 
quy  was  adding  lie  upon  lie,  for  Father  Dunn  had  not  received  a  mission 
from  the  Bishop  to  make  peace  with  Chiniquy.  It  was  ail  an  invention 
of  Father  Chiniquy.  \ 


As  soon  as  the  Bishop  became  aware  of  what  was  happening,  he  im¬ 
mediately  proclaimed  the  whole  idea  false.  He  said  that  he  was  firmly 
convinced  that  Chiniquy  had  been  duly  suspended  and  excommunicated, 
and  that  he  (the  Bishop)  had  not  re-established  him,  nor  would  he, 
until  Chiniquy  made  a  full  and  complete  submission.  This  declaration 
was  made  March  31,  I858.  On  April  2,  Archbishop  Kenrick  of  Saint  Louis 
published  a  pastoral  letter  saying  that  he  had  never  said  anything  to 
anyone  favorable  to  the  cause  of  Chiniquy.  (Chiniquy  had  claimed  that 
the  Archbishop  had  given  him  the  approbation  in  a  letter.)  The  whole 
idea  was  a  hoax  in  order  to  further  excite  the  people  and  make  Chiniquy 
seem  like  the  innocent  victim  of  persecution.. 


On  March  29,  Chiniquy  left  to  make  a  retreat  at  South  Bend,  play¬ 
ing  his  ruse  to  the  hilt.:  On  the  tenth  day  of  retreat,  he  received  a 
letter  from  Bishop  Smyth  saying  that  under  no  condition  would  he  permit 
him  to  return  to  Saint  Anne,  and  that  he  could  not  even  work  in  the 
diocese  until  he  made  an  "unconditional  and  unqualified"  submission. 
Chiniquy,  too  proud,  to  give  in,  left  South  Bend  for  Dubuque  to  see 
toe  Bishop.  £ven  though  hrs  rebellion  was  well  Over  two  years  old 
now,  he  still  contended  publicly  that  he  had  been  neither  suspended 
nor  excommunicated.  But  his  final  meeting  with  Bishop  Smyth  on  April 
10,  I058,  has  been  generally  considered  Father  Chiniquy's  final 
break  with  the  Catholic  Church. 


' 


CHAPER  1  I ! 


APOSTASY  AND  OWN  SCHISH 

!n  his  later  books,  Chiniquy  presented  his  own  views  of  what  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  interview  with  Bishop  Smyth  on  April  10,  I858.  He 
claimed  that  the  Bishop  snatched  from  his  grasp  the  "letters  of  peace 
which  he  had  previously  been  given  and  burnt  it."  When  the  Bishop, 
according  to  Chiniquy  requested  an  unqualified  act  of  submission  and 
a  promise  to  obey  his  authority  without  any  condition,  Chiniquy  replied 

"My  Lord,  what  you  require  of  me  is  not  an  act  of  sub¬ 
mission,  but  an  act  of  adoration,  and  I  refuse  It  to 
you." 

"Then,"  said  he,  "if  you  cannot  give  me  that  act  of 
submission,  you  cannot  any  longer  be  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest . " 

I  raised  my  hands  to  God  and  said,  "May  Almighty  God 
be  forever  blessed,"  and  I  took  my  hat  and  left  the 

B  is  hop.  •  . 

Chiniquy  had  new  completely  renounced  the  Catholic  Church.  He 
left  Dubuque  to  return  to  his  parish.  His  arrival  at  Saint  Anne  only 
served  to  heighten  the  anxiety  of  Father  Mailloux,  who  realized  the 
scandal  that  would  be  caused,  should  Chiniquy  regain  his  parish  at  such 
a  crucial  moment.  The  future  looked  even  darker  with  the  appointment 
of  a  new  Bishop  of  Chicago.  There  was  danger  that  the  whole  affair 
would  start  from  the  beginning.  But  the  Right  Reverend  James  Duggan, 
Bishop  of  Chicago,  was  resolved  to  put  an  end  to  the  comedy,  and  he 
proceeded  according  to  the.  necessary  rules  and  forms.  He  announced 
his  visit  to  Saint  Anne  for  August  3,  1853,  and  he  arrived  on  that 
date  with  fathers  Mailloux  and  Lapointe.  Chiniquy  had  the  audacity 
to  mount  the  platform  with  the  Bishop,  and  went  to  a  table  where  he 
had  placed  a  number  of  books  in  order  to  show  that  he  had  not  been 
censured.  The  Bishop  said,  "Put  away  the  books.  If  you  are  not  in¬ 
terdicted,  I  Interdict  you  according  to  the  rules."  He  then  began  to 
.  talk  to  the  biased  and  excited  crowd.  He  courageously  and  solemnly 
declared  that  by  the  authority  of  the  Church,  Chiniquy  had  been  duly 
excommunicated.  After  a  loud  clamor  from  the  crowd,  he  declared  that 
by  the  authority  vested  in  him,  he  interdicted  and  excorrmun  i  cated  him 
again  so  that  no  person  could  plead  Ignorance.  Then  he  exhorted  the 
people  to  detach  themselves  from  Chiniquy  and  return  to  the  true  fold. 
Turning  to  Chiniquy,  he  asked  him  to  abandon  the  people  he  had  tricked, 
to  do  penance,  and  he  would  be  forgiven.  When  Bishop  Duggan  tried  to 
leave,  some  men  blocked  his  way,  and  spit  upon  him.  The  other  priests 
were  also  struck  and  spit  upon.  The  sheriff  finally  enabled  them  to 
reach  their  carriage,  and  they  left. 

No  longer  could  there  be  any  doubt.  If  Chiniquy  now  wished  to  be 
consistent  with  his  protestations  of  fidelity  to  the  Church,  he  had  no 
choice  Put  to  submit  and  beg  pardon.  But  he  would  not  give  in. 

After  his  final  break  with  the  Church,  Chiniquy  had  announced  to 
the  people,  ."1  am  no  longer  a  priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  1 
have  given  up  the  title  and  position  of  priest  in  that  Church."  Not 
lone  after  his  excommunication,  he  presented  the  case  of  "salvation  by 
grace,"  to  his  people  of  Saint  Anne,  with  the  result  that  four-fifths 

-15- 


of  the  flock  joined  with  him.  On  August  22,  they  went  to  the  Court  of 
Justice  at  Kankakee,  and  declared  that  all  bonds  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  were  broken,  and  that  henceforth,  they  wouldbe  known  as  the  Christian 
Catholics.  Accepting  the  Bible  as  the  word  of  God,  the  ONLY  rule  of  faith 
and  practice  the  movement  proved  the  same  as  those  in  Europe  under  Luther, 
Calvin,  Knox,  and  many  others .  ,  .  •  • 


-V 


*  v. 


New,  Chiniquy,  who  in  his  earlier  life,  dealt  many  a  hard  blow  to 
the  Protestants,  posed  as  a  reformer  who  got  his  mission  directly  from 
Christ.  He  claimed  that  he  had  had  a  vision  of  our  Crucified  Lord,  Who 
showed  him  the  path  to  take.  •  .  ' 


'With  about  one  thousand  members  from  around  Saint  Anne,  these 
Christian  Catholics  took  over  the  old  church  which  still  legally  belonged 
to  the  Bishop  of  Chicago.  They  tore  down  the  crucifix  from  the  top  of 
the  church,  the  statute  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  the  altar,  and  tabernacle, 
and  the  confessional,  about  which  Chiniquy  was  later  to  write  such  dis¬ 
tasteful  and  vile  pamphlets. 


Chiniquy  had  refused  to  vacate  the  property  when  he  left  the  Church. 
His  argument:  In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Church  property  is  deeded 
to  the  Bishop  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  people.  As  the  people  of 
Saint  Anne  had,  enmasse,  left  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  that  property 
should  by  right  revert  to  the  people.  In  December  1859,  Chiniquy  sold 
the  building  to  the  Presbyterian  minister,  Staples,  for  the  amount  of 
$2000.  The  Kankakee  Gazette  of  January  5,  i860,  in  an  article:  "The 
Chiniquy  Humbug,"  published  the  document  proving  that  the  church,  the 
school  building,  the  parish  house,  and  the  land  on  which  they  were 
built,  all  belonged  legally  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Chicago, 

"for  the  use  and  in  the  interest  or  the  congregation."  The  final 
verdict  rendered  by  the  Circuit  Court  in  Chancery  in  Kankakee  was 
that:  "Rev.  Chiniquy  had  paid  for  the  property,  the  people  of  the 

community  had  erected  the  improvements  for  the  use  of  the  whole  com-  •. 

.  munity;  that  it  had  continued  to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and  should 

- rightly  continue  for  the  use  of  the  whole  cocnmun  i  ty .  .... .....  _ 

►  .  Between  I858  and  1 8 7 1 ,  the  Catholic  people  of  Saint  Anne  had  no 

church.  Mass  was  said  in  private  homes.  In  1 87 1 ,  Father  Michael 
Le  Tellier  was  assigned  to  Saint  Anne  Parish.  He  began  immediately  to 
raise  monev  for  a  church.  Two  years  later  a  stone  edifice  was  com¬ 
pleted.  -  2  .  - 


In  1859,  Chiniquy  appointed  himself  the  official  preacher  of  Pro- 
testatism  to  the  F rench-Car.ad i ans  ,  and  returned  to  Canada  as  a  Protest¬ 
ant  minister  in  an  attempt  to  preach  his  new  religion.  When  he  tried 
to  hold  religious  services  in  Mont  real,  he  was  mobbed He  was  called  a 
.."Judas,"  a  "Cavazzi,"  a  "Trai  tor,"  .and  a  "Apostate."  People  thought 
so  little  of  him  that  they  were  not  afraid  to  publicly  call  him  vulgar  _ 

names  to  his  face.  .  '  '  :-y ;■  '■  ■ 

In  Quebec  also,  he  was  mobbed  Of  this  he  says  :  ; .  v  ty, 

"1  was  attacked  so  often  with  stones,  sticks,  pistols, 
and  daggers,  so  many  times  struck  and  bruised,  that  - 
the  idea  of  dying  under  the  blows  of  my  enemies  was 
■  my  daily  thought."  ,y  '  y  ;y  . ..  -•  ,-; 


Sack  in  Illinois,  his  own  Christian  Catholic  Church  became  knew.-: 


A 


as  the  Church  of  Chiniquy.  Since  this  gave  the  impression  that  this 
was  merely  another  Christian  sect,  Chiniquy  judged  it  better  to  join 
an  already  established  church.  He  and  his  two  thousand  ‘'converts" 
sought  affiliation  with  the  Presbyter ians  because  of  their  French  • 
Huguenot  heritage.  Chiniquy  was  accepted  into  the  Presbytery  of 
Chicago  on  February  1,  i860.  The  Parish  was  accepted  into  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States  on  April  12,  and  also  became 
a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Chicago.  Chiniquv  also  became  the 
leader  of  the  French  Presbyterian  Church  of  Kankakee,  and  this  church, 
under  his  leadership,  was  received  into  the  Presbytery  at  the  same 
time.  Father  Chiniquy  maintained  the  dual  pastorate  for  a  few  years. 

He  remained  as  pastor  of  Saint  Anne's  until  1896.  T : 

In  August  of  i860,  Chiniquy  left  on  a  speaking  tour  of  the 
British  Isles  and  Europe.  He  returned  in  February,  1861,  to  find 
that  one  hundred  and  forty  of  the  townsfolk,  because  problems  con¬ 
cerning  Chiniquy,  had  petitioned  the  Chicago  Presbytery  for  the 
formation  of  a  Second  Presbyterian  Church.  Their  request  was 
granted  and  the  Church  was  formed  February  21,  1861. 

Chiniquy's  relations  with  the  Chicago  Presbytery  were  not  with¬ 
out  trouble  either.  His  methods  of  conducting  his  affairs  did  not 
agree  with  the  Protestant  ideal.;  Protestant  principals  called  for  de- - 
cisions  to  come  from  the  people,  and  not  exclusively  from  the  author¬ 
ities.  Chiniquy  became  involved  in  disagreements  while  working  with 
the  Presbytery's  committee  on  French  Missions.  He  was  accused  of 
fraudulently  collecting  money  on  his  speaking  tours  for  a  non-existent 
presbyter!an  Seminary  in  St.  Anne.  He  was  deposed  and  expelled  from  th 
Preshy te r ian  Synod  In  1862.  Subsequently,  he  applied  and  was  received 
into  the  Presbytery  of  Chatam  of  the  Canadian  Church  in  1863.  His 
Church  was  also  enrolled  in  that  Presbytery  and  remained  there  for  al¬ 
most  thirty  years. 

.  I  . 

After  this,  the  public  affairs  of  Chiniquy  settled  down  for  a 
period.  On  January  26,  1864,  he  "married"  Eupbemi e  Allard,  who  had 
been  his  housekeeper  before  1857.  They  had  three  children,  Charles, 
who  died  at  an  early  age,  Emma,  and  Rebecca.  They  also  adopted  another 
Infant,  Mina  Morin. 

Chiniquy  made  many  lecture  tours  during  this  tine.  He  was  in  some 
demand  as  a  lecturer  on  temperance.  Since  Nativism  and  Ant i -Cathol ic 
prejudice  were  rampant  during  this  period.  Chiniquy  was  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  this  attitude  to  enhance  his  religious  position,  and  to 
draw  large  audiences.  The  Masonic  press  in  Europe  ene rget i ca 1 1 y  sup¬ 
ported  his  every  endeavor.  In  1874,  he  returned  to  Great  Britain,  where 
he  was  regarded  as  "The  Luther  of  Illinois"  On  several  occass  ions  he 
lectured,  for  several  months  at  a  time;  on  tours  to  Canada,  and  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  in  the  United  States,  especially  on  the 
West  Coast.  He  also  lectured  intermittently  for  two  years  in  Australia 
and  the  South  Pacific.'  -  .C;T. '  .  v.  . 

About  1883,  the  two  Presby te"ian  Churches  of  Saint  Anne  began 
making  plans  for  reunion.  In  1887,  Chiniquy  and  the  other  pastor 
formulated  the  final  plan.;  Each  pastor  sent  an  invitation  to  the  'j?,;:-'.... A 
other  congregation  for  common  worship  during  Chiniquy's  com i ng  Absence 


beginning  in  September,  1837.  This  plan  was  followed  during  the  tour. 
Meanwhile,  the  two  churches  voted  on  reuniting.  Since  Chiniquy  had 
planned  to  resign  on  January  1,  1388,  they  voted  to  have  Reverend 
Placiae  Boudreau  become  castor  of  the  united  church.  Chiniquy  wrote 
to  Reverend  Boudreau  that  it  was  his  intention  to  stay  away  until  the 
union  was  culminated.  The  merger  was  listed  as  final  on  January  1, 
and  was  blessed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Chicago  in  April. 

In  1833,  a  new  kind  of  honor  came  to  Chiniquy.  The  Presbyterian 
College  of  Montreal  conferred  upon  him  the  Doctorate  of  Theology  honor j s 
causa ,  which  allowed  him  to  put  the  precious  initials  D.  D.  after  his 
name  and  call  himself  Doctor  Chiniquy. 

After  the  union  of  the  churches  in  St.  Anne,  Chiniquy  devoted 
most  of  his  time  to  writing  books  on  his  life  and  lecturing  on  various 
religious  subjects.  From  the  time  of  his  defection,  Chiniquy  had  written 
against  the  Catholic  Church.  His  early  books  and  pamphlets,  however,  made 
no  charge  against  the  moral  character  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  but  on 
the  contrary,  Chiniquy  attributed  his  change  of  belief  to  questions  of 
dogma.  For  instance,  he  said  that  he  had  had  doubts  concerning  auri¬ 
cular  confession,  the  Immaculate  Conception,  and  the  authority  of  the 
Church  as  practiced;  because  he  could  find  no  proof  for  them  in  the 
Bible.  His  more  important  works  of  that  period  were:  Lett  re  a  Mar. 
Pinsonault.  evegue  de  London,  L 'egl ise  de  Rome ,  and  Le  P ret  re,  la 
femme  et  le  confess ionna 1 .  This  last  begins  to  take  on  the  vicious 
character  of  his  later  works.  In  it  he  accuses  priests  of  making  the 
confessional  a  means  to  seduce  women. 

Chiniquy's  later  works  give  different  reasons  for  his  leaving  the 
Catholic  Church.  He  said  that  he  left,  or  was  morally  forced  to  leave, 
because  he  had  witnessed  such  terrible  scandals.  Father  Thurston  says, 

“3'/  that  time  he  knew  what  the  Protestant  public  demanded,  while  all 
who  could  effectively  refute  his  statements  were  dead."  His  works 
of  the  second  period  included  Fifty  Years  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 

(his  autob iog raphy  up  to  his  defection),  The  Murder  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
Planned  and  Executed  by  Jesuit  -riests.  The  Perversion  ot  Dr.  Newman  to 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  Forty  Years  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  his  auto- 
biccraoh.-  after  nis  defection.  These  later  books  are  filled  with  absurd 
accusations.  His  bitter  attitude  is  evidenced  by  the  ridi  culous  attempt 
to  blame,  or  even  to  implicate  the  Jesuits  in  the  assassination  of 
p-esicert  Lincoln.  His  first  autob iography  included  the  statements 
that  all  of  the  Canadian  clergy  except  three,  were  atheists,  that  most 
of  the  Bishops  in  the  United  States  were  drunkards,  and  that  it  is  common 
to  seduce  women  in  the  confessional.  These  charges  are  so  obviously  false 
that  no  one  has  bothered  to  refute  them  for  intelligent  readers.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  few  priests  who  do  defect  from 
the  Church  seem  to  get  some  consolation  in  accusing,  however  falsely,  tne 
clergy  of  terrible  crimes.  But  the  whole  history  of  defection  in  the 
Church  only  proves  this  point. 

Chiniquy  preached  the  last  sermon  in  the  old  St.  Anne  Church  before 
it  was  ‘or,-  down  in  lSy‘.  Advanced  years  had  weakened  his  body,  but  his 
r.ind  was  still  dear  and  alert.  The  peoole  he  had  known  at  St.  Arne  were 
still  dear  to  his  heart.  in  1S95-  they  invited  him  to  conduct  a  week  of 
nee  rings  : n  the  new  church,  before  he  retired  to  Canada 


in  July,  1897,  Chiniquy  returned  to  Montreal  after  an  absence  of 
ten  months.  Since  1593  (or  18S^+)  when  he  had  left  his  residence  in 
St.  Anne,  he  had  been  living  with  his  "wife",  Euphemie  and  his  daughter, 

Emma ,  who  was  still  unmarried.  His  oldest  daughter,  Rebecca,  had,  in 
1887,  married  Joseph-Luther  Morin,  a  Presbyterian  minister  and  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  McGill  University. 

During  the  months  of  January,  1899,  Chiniquy's  health  began  to  fail. 

Death  was  near,  when  on  January  10,  Archbishop  Paul  8ruchesi  of  Montreal, 
made  an  attempt  to  obtain  a  confession  from  Chiniquy  and  get  him  to  return 
to  the  Church.  But  Chiniquy  was  firm  to  the  end  in  his  idea  of  "Salva¬ 
tion  by  Grace,"  and  the  Archbishop’s  offer  was  rejected. 

In  reply  to  this  appeal,  Chiniquy  published  a  notorized  religious 
testament  containing  a  long  list  of  blasphemies  against  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  demanded  that  it  be  made  public.  "I  will  never  return  to  the 
yoke  of  Rome,"  Chiniquy  said,  "for  the  following  reasons:  the  dogma  of 
apostolic  succession  is  an  imposture;  Roman  Catholics  are  idolaters; 
every  priest  and  bishop  has  to  perjure  himself  each  time  he  explains 
a  text  of  Scripturel  auricular;  confession  is  a  diabolical  institution; 
the  walls  of  the  churches  are  filled  with  abominations  because  of  the 
diabolical  institutions,  which  are  the  celibacy  of  priests,  the  money 
collected  for  the  souls  in  Purgatory,  the  miraculous  water  from  La  Sallette 
and  Lourdes,  the  law  of  abstinence,  the  Infallibility  of  the  Pope,  and 
the  Immaculate  Conception;  the  priests,  the  bishops,  and  the  popes  have 
made  the  blood  of  millions  of  martyrs  flow;  the  Church  of  Rome  is  the  im¬ 
placable  enemy  of  the  law  of  God,  the  rights,  the  liberties,  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  man."  He  concluded  by  demanding  that  his  son-in-law  have 
this  published  in  French  and  English,  and  a  certified  copy  sent  to  the 
Archbishoc.  His  request  was  carried  out  within  a  week  of  his  death. 

Thus,  right  up  to  the  end  of  his  life,  Father  Chiniquy  lived  in 
tte  same  atmosphere  that  had  enveloped  his  last  forty  years  as  an  apos-  ^ 

tate.  He  passed  away  apparently  impenitent  on  January  16,  1899. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  the  St.  Anne  Church  on  February  26. 

In  1921,  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  St.  Anne  had  a 
memorial  plaque  struck  and  placed  in  the  church  which  had  been  founded 
'by  Chiniquy. 
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CONCLUS  ION 


\ 


To  the  very  end  of  his  life,  Father  Chiniquy  was  too  proud  to 
admit  that  he  had  been  expelled  from  the  Catholic  Church,  In  his 
lectures  and  books,  he  contended  that  he  had  left  the  Church  because 
he  became  convinced  that  it  was  in  error.  He  never  relented,  in  spite 
of  the  mountain  of  evidence  against  him.  This  is  the  man,  whose  books 
have  recently  been  foisted  upon  the  American  public  by  the  Converted 
Cathoi i c ,  and  upon  the  Colombian  Catholics  by  other  Protestant 
organ izat ions .  If  the  true  facts  of  Chiniquy's  life  were  circulated  along 
with  his  books,  one  could  doubt  whether  anything  he  wrote  would  be 
read,  or  even  considered. 

Fortunately,  the  influence  of  Chiniquy  is  not  as  widespread  as 
he  might  have  wished,  even  in  the  immediate  area  around  St.  Anne, 
where  the  schism  and  heresay  was  born.  Soon  after  the  unfortunate 
defection  of  so  much  of  its  membership,  the  F ranch-Canad i an  Catholics 
of  that  area  made  the  shrine  of  “La  Bonne  St.  Anne"  a  rallying  point 
of  pious  reparation.  Hearing  of  this,  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec  in  1889, 
sent,  in  a  glass  case,  a  portion  of  the  fingerbone  of  Saint  Anne,  the 
mother  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  with  the  hope  that  St.  Anne  once  more 
would  become  the  center  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  the  Kankakee 
Valley.  ’ 

Consequently,  instead  of  being  known  as  the  “grave  of  the  tyranny 
of  the  bishops  of  Rome  in  America"  as  the  people  of  St.  Anne  had  pre¬ 
dicted  in  1853,  the  town  of  St.  Anne  is  noted  across  the  nation  as  the 
"original  Shrine  of  Saint  Anne  in  the  United  States  of  .America." 

This  reputation  of  Father  Chiniquy's  own  town  indicates  very  well  how 
effectively  the  Influence  of  this  Illinois  Apostate  has  survived  after 
exactly  one  hundred  years. 
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